Drogba: finishing
outside top four

would be a disaster =

Chelsea's star striker fears
missing out on Champions
League as Villas-Boas tries

to change club’s philosophy |

Didsex Dy is 1ot tryimg to fool
anyone. This has beeo 3 urbalent
week for Chedses, with stories of
impending sackings and open
oppasition to the manager, Andre
Vilbas-Bos, from the plyers, The
steiker waos 3,000 miles avay in
Abidgen as the story rambliod on this
week, but he was i no mood 1o se
distance sa an excuse for gnoesace

“We ace having a difficult scason ~
nal only ot this monent,” be suys.
“Is not alwagys ey when you
change manager, n there's new

yers 1o fit in the team. It s the
\ardes! seasan Fve kanown sino I've
boen ot Chelsoa. Yoar vant 10 be in a
belter position n the lesgmse. We are
used 10 being in the first two ar
three. It's different,”

The main source of difference i in
the dug out. or mther squatting on
his haunches in the technical ara,
poanting and whiktling, Once again,
for the sxth Ume since be signed for
Chelsen from Marseille in 2004,
Droglss s working with a new
maniger, How has Villas-Boxs
changed !}ungs‘.' “He came with his
phidosopby which is playing a bit
move foothall than the other
managers,” Droghs says. “That's
how he suoceeded in Forto so he
waaled to do the sme o Chelsen,
1t's difficult because we are trying to
change the way we pliy and m‘.&pt
10 his philosuply so that's why it's
tarking timse. Maybe that's the roason
why we are struggling a Hite bit to
be in the first two.*

The must suenessful contre-
forward in Chelsea’s history believes
that were his chub to fail 1o qualify
foe noxt season's Champions Losgue
it would be *a disaster”. Yalking after
B busdd captadned Ivary Coast 1o the
final of the Africe Cup of Nations,
Drogba reveals that he has follownd
!k&\na' progresy from afar
throughout January abd bas beeome
eoncirned about thedr position in the
Presmier A

“When [ camne: the chuby was second
and | helped them o be first,” he
says. “Fos me it would be o disaster
iFthe chub & nol in the top koue this
year. Fve had a suocessiul cight years
80 1 don’t want that to happen.”™

Three champéonship winners
medals, finishing o dower than thind
m his carver in 1 Chelsea shidl,
Drogha been successful indord.
Tiking a couphe of days off to inspect
charitable projects in his harmeland.

htunﬂrmr(ﬁ«':mﬂx;;' ;

expectations that he has helpod
generate with his club,

“Yom csen win with different
philosopliies, bl the best etk is
whuys the ane which makes you
win,” be msists. “¥ou can focd
comfartabie in & cortain systea (e

J 4-42 N‘-&m !ngmv‘v.:l when
F0R Win you about the tactios to
achéeve i1.” Nesertheless, the growing
sense from wmide&he (hl:b ol s %
enansger not entirely i harmvony with
s menior players. [ , though,
nsists this is not an ssoe.

“He bs eving (o motivase the
players, ho & 4 good motivator,” b
says of Villas-Hoas, *Training i
o, it & oot that dlﬁu\-mngom

! we were doing the prévious
season. He's ambitioos, he wants to
win, 1o succeed, 10 be suctessfol =
the Presmier Eeagoe. You know how
it i when you corme with x lot of
amhition and it docsn't go the way
your want: it’s diflicul). 1t's not easy
#or hirm bt he's not the oaly one
who's responsible, we nfl are.

‘ “Tatking in geowral. bot about
Andre, o mwniger is the o and
be knanws he's resporsible for the
wins and the defeats 5o he will be the
00 1o be blimed first. But
sommetimes is more complicated
tham that. Mlayors hisve fo have
responsihility bocase ooce we ane

\ an the pitch the manager can do

nothing,” Drogha cin certainly spesk
from rk{g tlu:rvu:lm of a wide
range of managerial approaches.
“You that's whvy [ aow a bt about i

ANDRE VILLAS-804S

He's a good motivator,
ambitious. He wants 16
win, to succeed. to be succesdul
in the Premier Leagee.

CHELSEA'S LEAGUE POSITION
Foar me, it wouk! be a
disaster it the dub

is not in the tp four this year.

LUIZ FEUIPE SCOLARY

‘ Scolari is a good
manager, he won

the World Cup. But it

didn’t work a¢ Chelsea,

MANAGING CHELSEA
‘ Why not? It woukd be
nice. Fhove this dub and
Talways want to belp thw
| peuple Liove. So why nog?

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT

Fioe o nformation o Dider
Droghe’s folrdation of 10 suppor
S charkty ovent on March |
.Crdon 9o o o

s

| huving watched badf-o

I've bad six managers bat most of
and

thesn won th
chubs. Sorne didn
win bt they bedped the club to
improwe and grow.” Eveo Luiz Felipe
Scolbiri, the manager whase vemoval
he seaior koo Diragha were
rursoused 10 ¢ instigatod?
“Scolas is a good nmna?v, be
wan the World Cup but it didn woek
at Chelsea. A Jot of pooplo say |
dsdn’ got on well with Scolan but |
always respected bis choices for the
team, For me if I'm not p:znlna ir's
not the manager, it's mo needs
0. impreve, Labwivs ryanect e
managec’s docisions even if
= -mdinn-a_rm sev me sulldng on
the hench,

One thing that is different sbout
thee Latest rvesw man, though, &5 that

those in his charge, indodi

Dmﬂmhmnb’e‘émgm

Drogba.
the relativendip?
“For me that's not an issoe, you
| hawe o respect his position.” bo
| says. “Exvn if he was younges than
me yoa would have o respect him
He's not the mansger because he
carne and seid ‘T @oing to be the
manager’. Ho's the manager becsuse
| he proved he could ma; & team
| nd win trophies. 1 think he's a b
[ e and he's also learning, Thece's
mo age where you cun say you don't
} Iearn anymore. Even [Sir Alex)
| Perguson is still Jesrning with his
Tesum ~ that's bow you become begter
year affor year.”
Beyond league position, one of the
| Noung man S INOst pressang
| conoemns is the future of his star
striker. Dragha’s contract with

Chelsea is reaching its conclusion.

ves the phayer himself know what

will huppen nest?
“We are stall talkizyg about it
Eveery knows 1 love the tub,
v e konows Twant 1o sty 50 we
are distussing it and let's se: what
comes out of the discussions. My
heact s blue.”

Chranology, however, ingists time
will eventuslly be called. And viht
then for Didier Droghba? With his
range of phiknthropic mM?'. mary
heve icted & career in politics
back in his homeland, But the man
himself sugaests there could bo
another possibility

“Me a3 manager of Chelsen?™ by
says. “Why not? it would be:
interting, i would bo mice. I fove

| thas chuh and | always want to help

the people | love, s0 not™ A,
others

do the job, Deogba bas an idea of

manageriel requirements,

I I wanted to be & mansger |
would give & 1ot 1o my p |
because 1 think #'s the only way for
them 10 give back. You have: to shaw
thom that yoa cace. But maybe H's 4
Bt esely 1o de that, First, |
A pi-)n. Apl JreOver. 00
& mission %o avert bex,

se

!
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Villas-Boas says he has Abramovich backing

ence, Maybe | don't want ope!™ Tell
ingly, be added: “My suthority is total
Bechuse its the owness suthority.”

There was an acoeptance, however,

Chelsea manager accepts

| players doubt his pmjud'

| Pnruu:uesé does not want
| dreaded vote of confidence

By Jason Burt

Andre Villas-Boss yest catmad
that he continued to have the “full
backing” of Chelsca owner Roman
Abramenich although he sdmitted
hia relationship with some of the
p! it Dot be 30 hurmonious.

¢ Chelsea marssger, while con
ceding he was under pressure after
a po‘:rdmn of r-:mnl‘hl. said :- did
not in T of Je s joh
deapite oo i from

34 year-old con tuen it eroand. Villas
Boas lnsisted that his with
Abramxnich, who spent much of last
woek at the dub's trainkng pround

masager, were “perfect”

“They don’t have to back: my
project.” Villas-Boas swid of the ploy
ers who were called into o training-

ound inquest the day after Satur-

¢ and will continue 10 progress with
the ideas that we have,” be said.
“These & v problesn with hie at all

Soatroes close to Abeumonich that the

is Joss coeninced that the

I£'5 & rek hip that is perfect at the
momaont. Wo have diseussed how we
can corroct what's golng wrong, He

asks how we will improve where we
are and | have 1o put info perspective
how we plin to do thet.™

1 be s 1o susdwe, Villas-Boas will
have to carry on convincing Abrm
ovich that he is the right man to keop

Chedsen in the top four ot quslify fo
next season's Champions. League.
Chelsen akso have two cniscial matches

within the next wesk - am FA Cup
fifth-ronusdd tie at hoene o Biomingham
Gity followed by oext Tocsday's
daunting Champions Leagoe first leg
awiy o Napoll ~ which could define
Iis futore.

John Teery completed has first fll
tradning session for more than s week

yesterday but Villas-Boas suid the
defender was unlikely to be able to
pley in both matches. It is understood

that several sensor playess have urged
Villas-Boas o plsy » steong tesm
apninsd - Binmingham as they sooept

the FA Cup @ a competition they can
win. The specire u’ Guus Hiddi
remaios as the G5-ywar-old Dutel-
man weighs up whether to accept a
lucrative offer to take over the Rus
shan cdub Anzhi, Abramovich always

de Hiddink as his “iosursnce
policy” should matiers continne to g0
wiong ot Chelsen, as lhez dxl tha
time three years ago whea Luie Felipe
Seolari was sacked,

Villas-Boos also has other ‘ghaosts'
to deal with and kughed yesterday
whven voe interviewes refermad 1o him
s “Jose™. No ome needs resninding of
the Mourinho effect.

H Abeamovich publicly badiced his
s, woukd it pot Kill acy dowhit over
his futare?

*The fuxusiest thing in foothall s
the wole of confidence.™ Villas-Boss
suhd with a srolle. *Tt means it ts the
end. Il would oot make any

that some players may huve struggled
o buy Into his approach with the
supgestion that  majoe overhaul of
the squad is planned this summer
should Villas-Baoas remain in plice,

“There are different ongoing sitim-
tioas reling contrancts whach will
have Im addrossed,” he said. “Nico
L Anelka and Alex hasw already
departed and more will depart in the
future.” He added: *l have the full
badang of the owixr. Hopefully we
cun go Napolt.* S
Napali coach Walter Mazzurri has
boen bapned from beth legs after
Ueln rejected his appeal against o
suspension imposed for improper
conduct following a clish with Villr-
real straker Nima,



