JOHAN THE
THINKING

FOOTBALLER

Arsenal’s Johan Djourou was deeply moved
by the death of Gary Speed. Here, he tells
Sam Wallace about the unique pressures
that afflict players and managers at the top

1 Ay COMe 45 Some surprise
that Johan Djourou is the
longes rving member of
Arsena urrent firse-team
Aquad, a seven-year career at
the club that stretches back to
his bt which was made aden
they were still Premier League
champions of England,
He has been thero through the de-

vC

partures of Patrick Vidira, Ashley Co

D%,
Thierry Henry and Cese Fabregas, and
he has good and bad daxys him: alk-
though there have been many more
of the former in the lst two seasons
a5 he finally cstablished himself in
the first team. But be has also devel
oped into an cloguent spokesman on
the wider of issuea in football,

Manchester City in the Carling Cup
quarter-finals. He had plenty tosayon
the roller-coaster season so far for
Arsenad, and on the futare of Arséne
Wenger, but it was histhoughts onthe
death of Gary Speed and its wider

Jemaz And how would footbali (n 2041
be éxpacied (o respond?

“Fhink, ves, I think 3 club would be
roceptive and listen and understand be
Cause todiy the world his Decome morne
open-thinded,” he sy, "It s a hunxn
workd. Football is a game that we are
playing. Lknow we are under a lot of
pressure but weare still uiman, we stll
Buve minds and hearts and we still
undkerstand that people coukl be il

“Personalities are very different. 1
could be totally different to you, You
couid be stroryger than me in different
things. it depends on the subject but
[focthallers] are under pressure a fot.

“I know weareundera

Foothall s a thing that you play every
thrue days. You haveto win every game

“The next thing 15 1o get back up
strong the mext day. Thi Is the chal-
Knge we bave in food To bo under
pressure? Yes, Making a mistake?
Maybe. But be stronger nexs thme. We
always nave this chance. But  under-
stand thes people get depression in fooe-
ball. It is 4 human workd. Sometioes
we forged that footbad! 15 & job as well.
And someone who is doing a normal
Jebisunder prossure because he wanis
0 do well, Football isthe same,”

Born in the Ivery Coast, his farher
moved him o Switzerkund when he was
17 toaths old and it was thers in Gene-
Vi At the age of 18 that Djourou was
scouted by Arsenal. He misse
entine 2009-2010 scason -~ save U]
parne of the season ~ with s serkous ke
ingury that also cost him a place in the
Switzeriand squad for the World Cup
finals last year.

Last season he returned in the ab-
sence of the infured Thomas Vermae-
Jen 1o play 37 games in i competitions

"
and because

you want to win. If you perform badly
Ao T

and is d at right-
Yack for the injured Bacary Segna. ftis
still & long way from the Arsenal team

Carbng Cupwin

smptications for foothall that lingered  kind of things but that is fife. that Diourou came mito in October 2004
Jongest in the mind. Ak d k diobe

Djourou had warched his Switzer- [ can see anybody getting dep d awayat City (how things
land team-mates in thelr defeatto  and having doubts and troubles change) in the match that direétly
Spoed's In¢ b about things that hecould foliowed the defeat at Old Trafford

L the NCWITIAN
ager had made. Like the rest of foothall
ho wasshocked by the snnouncement
of Speed’s death on Sun
ARDOUEh there are 1o < 2
0410 why Speed wok his own life, it
maghe Diot roo sk th estion: woulkd
DO FOCOENESE B TeA ke

Thar's anorma thing. The thing about
foctball is that you have to be strong
and react for the next game. What is
always very important for me is that
when you play football, mistakes
hoppen. When you arcamanagey, mis

takes happen, Inlife mistakes happen.

which ended Ansenal’s 49-game un
beaten ran in the leaguce.

The longevity at Arsenal certalnly
grves Diourcu a perspective that few
others at thechab have, With acontract
az Arsenal that expéres in Junc 2083 1t
1= fair 20 say he has divided opinton
among supportem. The level of his

perfornandes can vary . He
wis a key part of the defence inthe home:
leg Champions League win over

in the 8-2 drubbing at Old Trafford in
August when he waspoor.

“Foathall comes with -~ and maybe
pecpledon'tsee it from thooutside ~n
lot of pressures,” Djourou continues.

By the
that the team had to go throagh with
the volume of depurtures and arrivals
nthe lnst days of the summer transfer
window “was soquick” that i took time
tosdapt. By now, however, Arscoal have’
found their stride and despite drawing
with Fulham last Saturday they go into
COMOTTON”s game away at Wigan Ath-

they zan't sheep because they have to
think about the Sames, the training.

“Fora player it 5 a bit different, you
enjoy being on the pitch, playing. I'm
nota manager but 1 am sure i must be
hard to be under so much pressure ail
thetime. Foramanages ke Gary Speod
It tsvery sad, Hewasalegend here and
Wales were daing 5o well. It ts amas
sive shame.”

it was Fabregas's departure that
makes Diourou the longest sorving
Inhabitant of the Emirates honw dress-
ing room - he & fust 24 - and accord
ingly the player at the club whose
connection with Wener gocs back the

“We! s philoso,
i o o

at and we have to
gmmy him for that”

furthest. What does he see inthe fu-
ture for his manager?

L think e will stay there for a long.
thme, Tdon't see him going. e hasheen
therealongtime and  can't see the cub
withotst him, to be honest § can't see
Arsenal without Arséne Wenger. It is
something that doesa't really work in
my ménd. He has done so well for the
cluband that'sbecause he hastouched
every part of the chub.

“Everything Is so different since he
jokned: The way we play, the attitsde
and philosoplly of the team. the way be
has developed. In other clubs, maybe
not in England, someone else [other
than the manager! has the power but
Ive s it at Arsenal.

*Foorball today 15 1ike a business. 1
wish players would stay, Back in the
day, phayers woukd stay as one club for
lifle, Fowexcanmpie. Packo Maldind at Mikan,
what & great player, and played all those
years arthe ane chub Of course we want
foochal to e Mike that. Tkoow that all
of the players who left the club, lke
Samir [Nastt] and Cese, 1 talked with
thieen and they kved the cub.

"Maybe they had better things on
offer bt | was talking to Kolo [Touré
the cebver night and cven e was say-

Z ing how mach he loved the clob Kolo

< has been away for & fong time and he
3 missesit. Arsenad is such agreat chub.
© W'sa family. We've been together for
% solong now*

threep behind Neweas
tle in fourth place,

Djourou has heard all the critictsms
of Wenger and Arsenal before and he
acmuits thal those piapers, ke himseit,
whowere nurtured by the club’s man
ager feel it most Keenly. "He doesn’t
deserve it,” Djourou says. “Maybe wo
woulds't be here i he had anothor iy
Fosoplyy. [f he was going to buy £20m
players In cvery position then we
wouldo’t behere, t'sa philosoplythar's
boen great and we have fo repay im
fo that,

“Wewant to do that on the pitch ard
WE'Te SOEng, to try and win that siiver-
ware now. We came 50 close in the
Carling Cup kst season. If we'd won
that then 1 believe thete would have
been adotof glory after that,

“I'm saying that now, bat theee's i
real point in saying it, Jt was a factor
that was very important, We haven't
won for along tinse, we hadn't been in
afinal since the Carling Cup against
Chelsea, The Champlons League be
fore that, It was a lorg time without
being in a finad and We were s0 close [0
winning s well,

“It was & big dissppointment. Then
we play Barcelona [in the Champions
League], welosethat andthes we'ne out
Then we Jose to Man United and we're
out the FA Cup. Then we had just the
Seague. ftwas too many disppointments
n too short s space of tme and T think
it wastoo much for the team to take.*

Whea it is pornted out to him that
Wenger looks so anguished much of
the time, Diowrou refedcts that all the
managers he sees “look stressed”. A
week agothat might heve been the prel-
ude to a joke about the histrionics of
some individuaks on the touchline but
then a dot has changed in British foot-
ball in the last week.

MY OTHERLIFE

1 am reading the
tlography of Steve ([ S
Jobs (right). He Y
realy was A .
about business. it

s Interesting b0 see

how he changed the

workd. Music? i is Drafs | am
Sstaning to at the moment.



